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BOOK REVIEWS
Anatomy (One of the Clio Medica Series of Primers on the History
of Medicine Edited by E. B. Krumbhaar). By George W. Corner.
New York: Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., I930, Xvii + 82 pp.
It will be recalled that of the nine Muses, daughters of Jupiter, Clio
was the Goddess of History, and it is to her that the editor of a new group
of booklets dealing with the growth of medicine has appealed for protection.
The "Clio Medica" series proposes to describe various aspects of the history
of medicine in a brief space and form and at a price ($I.50) which will ap-
peal both to students and to the members of the medical profession. It is also
hoped that they may serve for intelligent laymen who may wish to know
the background of modern scientific medicine. Each volume is limited to
about eighty pages. Thus far three of the series have appeared. Warren
R. Dawson, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and of the Scottish
Society of Antiquaries, has described Egyptian and Assyrian medicine. Sir
D'Ar.y Power has dealt with the history of medicine in the British Isles,
and Professor George W. Corner, in the work here described, covers the
history of anatomy.
i. Dr. Corner's book is undoubtedly one of the most able and attractive
histories of anatomy yet written. Though brief, his narrative is really sur-
prisingly complete. In a few well-written paragraphs he outlines the con-
tribution of the Greeks and of Galen and proceeds without further ado to
the anatomists of the Middle Ages (Chapter 2). One is conscious of Pro-
fessor Corner's first-hand knowledge of the difficult Latin texts to which
he refers. Guy de Chauliac Mundinus are evidently as familiar to him as is
Gray's anatomy. The dramatic story of Vesalius is told con amore, and one
comes away with a vivid picture of his remarkable personality. At the age
of twenty-eight he published the epoch-making work which proved the foun-
dation of modern anatomy. Dr. Corner mentions very appropriately that,
"It is very difficult to convey an idea of this book to those who cannot read
its Latin, for its greatness depends on no one principle expounded, nor does
it contain any single discovery of special importance. Its chief anatomical
contributions are now commonplaces: an exact description of the skeleton
and the muscles, and careful tracing of the nervous system and the blood
vessels, greatly excelling all predecessors and illustrated with brilliant skill.
Through these details the enthusiasm of Vesalius runs like a flood, turning
even minor descriptive passages into records of his own intellectual struggle,
until the book becomes an embodiment of his energy, his precision, and his
independence." (pp. 25-26).
The Eighteenth Century is passed over with brief reference to Albinus
and to Ladmiral and d'Agoty. One would like to have had further de-102 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
tails concerning the anatomists of this period, particularly of John Hunter,
whose name does not appear in the volume. The rise of histology, em-
bryology and neurology are all described in Chapter 4 and the book closes
with a most stimulating five pages on "current trends in anatomy". Pro-
fessor Corner is most ardently devoted to his subject and he sees in the im-
mediate future a radical departure from the traditions of the past. He
feels that the experimental method must supplant gross and microscopical
dissection, if the subject is to keep pace with other branches of medical
thought. "Practically all the information," he says, "to be gained by the
old basic method of the science, dissection of the human body, was in hand
about a hundred years ago. There is very little gross anatomy in current
textbooks that was not in those of Charles Bell, Henle or Sappey." (p. 63).
Dr. Corner is very plain-spoken and he has faced the present situation
of anatomy with a courage and frankness seldom met with among his col-
leagues. He believes that all anatomists who are worth their salt will be-
come experimentalists. It is clear that his book will provoke lively discus-
sion in many quarters and we recommend it warmly to anyone interested in
the future of medicine. -J. F. FULTON.
The Microbiology of Starch and Sugars. By A. C. Thaysen and L. D.
Galloway, Oxford University Press, London & New York, Cloth. Pp. 336.
This book is a complementary volume to the "Microbiology of Cellulose,
Hemicelluloses, Pectin and Gums," by Thaysen and Bunker, which ap-
peared in 1927. The authors have endeavored to bring together existing
knowledge of the physiological action of bacteria, yeasts and molds on starch
and sugars. Their search of the scientific literature on this subject appears
to have been exhaustive, and the reader cannot help but be impressed with the
vast amount of research conducted in this wide field, as evidenced by the
elaborate bibliography appearing in this volume.
The reading matter is divided into 23 chapters, under the following
heads: (i) Outline of the chemical constitution and biochemical prop-
erties of starch, glycogen and inulin; (2) Microbiological hydrolysis of
starch, glycogen and inulin; (3) Hydrolysis of tetra-, tri-, and disac-
charides; (4) Hydrolysis of glucosides; (5) Fermentation of monoses;
(6 to I2) Dehydrogenation of hexoses resulting in the formation of glu-
conic, saccharic, succinic, fumaric, oxalic, lactic, acetic and formic acids,
and acetyl-methylcarbinol, butyleneglycol, ethyl alcohol, butyric acid, butyl
alcohol and acetone; (I3) Fermentation of pentoses; (I4) Synthetic
activities of microorganisms; (IS) Mucus fermentations; (i6 and I7)
Microbiology of cereals and cereal products; (I8) Microbiology of starch-
containing sizing materials and adhesives; (I9) Microbiology of baking;
(20) Diseases of bread; (2I and 22) Microbiology of sugar-cane, sugar-